
 

 

 

    
  

 

 

     

Reflections on the 2017-18 School Year 

From the desk of the superintendent:  
Greetings Nottoway Stakeholders! We are near the end of another year of 
working together, and a great deal of progress has occurred this year. We 
now have a stronger foundation that we are continuing to build upon in 
terms of strengthening the five pillars of support. As a reminder they are 
(1) Academic Excellence, (2) Character Development, (3) Community 

Dates to 
Remember 

Nation Honor 
Society Induction 
Ceremony May 4 

Cinco de Mayo 

Prom on May 5th  

Teacher and Staff 
Appreciation Week 
May 7-11th 

Nurses Day May 6th 

School Board 
Meeting May 10th 

SVCC Graduation 
on May 12th 

NHS Graduation 
May 19 

Last Day for 
Students on May 24  

Last Day for 
Teachers on May 25 

"Attitude is a little thing 
that makes a big 

difference." 
-Winston Churchill  
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"Attitudes are 
contagious; are yours  

worth catching?"  
Dennis and Wendy  

Mannering 
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“Excellence is not a 
skill. It is an attitude." 

-Ralph Marston 
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Partnerships, (4) Leadership Development, and (5) Parental Empowerment. These priorities will 
help us continue to offer a quality education to all of our students.  As we continue to work 
together to strengthen our instructional program, I know we will accomplish a great deal more next 
year. I want you to know how much I have enjoyed working with each of you this school year and 
how much I appreciate your help in assisting our students.  
Cooperation and communication among teachers, parents, and students are keys to increasing 
student achievement. I encourage your involvement with the school community and welcome your 
suggestions and comments over the next couple of months. By working together, we will continue 
to provide an effective educational environment for our children and all of the residents of this 
community. Our efforts could not have been done with out all of us working together as a team. 
Best wishes this summer and into the next school year! 

Educationally yours, Dr. Rodney L. Berry 

Mission Statement: Nottoway County Public Schools aspires to provide opportunities for 
students to enjoy life, contribute to others’ well being, and become responsible, productive 
citizens in a global community. 

Parents As Partners 

Make Time for Family Time. Family time is essential. 
Setting time aside every day for the family to eat together and talk is 

one of the best defenses against negative peer influences  
on your teens.
 

Congratulations to Hannah 
Hudson who accepted an offer 
to play for the West Virginia 
Wesleyan Lady Bobcats, part 
of the DII Mountain East 
Conference in the Atlantic 
Region! 
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Read for Success  
During the Summer 

If you can read well, you are more likely to succeed in school and do well on standardized  
tests. Here are some reading skills that are important for test success and ways you can  
help yourself at home during the summer:  

Comprehension  
Comprehension is more than just being able to recognize and pronounce words-it's about  
making sense of what words say. Standardized tests often measure comprehension by ask-  
ing you to find the main idea. To find the main idea:  
1. Use the Newspaper. Cut out a short article. Then cut off the headline. Read the article  
and write a headline that summarizes the main idea. Compare your headline to the 
newspaper's headline. 
2. Use nonfiction. Nonfiction writing is about real people, places and things. Many standard-  
ized tests use nonfiction texts for reading comprehension. So ask your librarian to help you find 
interesting nonfiction books to read. Then write the main idea of a paragraph or a chapter from 
a non-fiction book. 

Reading Rate  
Reading rate is the speed at which you read. Since most standardized tests are timed, it's 
important for you to have an efficient reading rate. Just remember, it doesn't help you to  
read faster if you do not comprehend. Here's what you can do:  
1. Schedule reading time every day. Research shows that students who read every day are  
more likely to read faster. 
2. Read silently. Sometimes you read slowly because you are whispering the words aloud. 

Vocabulary  
The more words you know, the more likely you will do well on standardized tests. So:  
1. Learn a new word every day. Find words in books you are reading or ask a teacher for a  
list. Each morning write a new word on a file card. Write the definition on the back. At dinner 
have a family member try using the word in a sentence. At the end of the week, review all the 
cards. 
2.  Have a "newspaper scavenger hunt". Underline new words in an article. Then look them  
up together. 
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What’s Happening in Our Classrooms? 

NIS celebrated Month of the Military Child on Friday, April 13, 2018. Students and staff wore 
Purple for students who had parents/guardians who served in the military or are currently serving. 
We had an Ice Cream Social to honor those students and parents. We had over 50 students and 
30 parents attend.  All students were given a certificate of appreciation.  Special thanks to Devon 
Alder, Maggie Holte, Miranda Harrison, and Brenda Payne to helping make the event successful. 

Congratulations to Amanda Pierre, Alexis Williams, Alexis Dumond, Ebonee Woodford, and 
Regina Davis for completing their Senior Symposium at the Governor’s School of Southside 
Virginia on last Friday.  Each student did a terrific job! 

Congratulations to Mrs. Judy Deichman on receiving the 2018 American Association of School 
Librarian's (AASSL) Innovative Reading Grant! The grant supports the planning and 
implementation of a unique and innovative program for children that motivates and encourages 
reading, especially with struggling readers. Again, congratulations Mrs. Deichman! 
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On Saturday, April 14, at 6am, twenty-five students and adults left on a school bus from 
Nottoway High School and headed to the Ukrop’s Monument Avenue 10K race in Richmond. All 
of the participants were finishers in the 6.24-mile race. Three of our runners were seeded in the 
top waves and one runner, Sara Shook, improved her personal race time from previous years. The 
70-degree weather, sunny skies, and beautiful course all contributed to the enjoyment of the day. 
Thank you to the 21st Century Learning Center for sponsoring this event.  We hope to involve 
more students and school staff next year. Pictured seated: Jenaova Abbott, Brianna Johnson. 
Front row standing: Anniyah Wright, Susan Hickman, Alexis Williams, Chantel Sutton, Johnnel 
Jones. Back row standing: Abdullah Negm, Christopher Tucker, Ben Carr, Matthew Ragland 
Not pictured: Reggie Wilson, Kristen Wilson, Daisha Wilson, Darius Wilson, Kendall Wilson, Sara 
Shook, Kenisha Allen, Amanda Pierre, Gail Black, Melissa Chamberlain, Shirley Lucas, Kaitlyn 
Clayton, Tanya Clayton, Laneisha Barner. 

Blackstone Primary School's pre-kindergarten class enjoyed a trip to Maymont Park's Nature 
Center. The students enjoyed the hands-on activities and didn't mind the rainy day. 
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Blackstone Parent Liaison Ellen Eppes sponsored a "Love the Skin Your In" Class for Third and 
Fourth Grade girls. Mrs. Harris put on the class using Mary Kay Products. The girls and their adult 
partner had a great time learning about the importance of proper skin care. 

The Keys to Success Club at NHS sponsored a visit to Longwood University for 20 NHS students. 
Students took a tour, touched "Joan of Arc's Hands" for good luck and discovered all the 
wonderful opportunities Longwood has to offer. We were scheduled to attend a Lancer softball 
game but the game was canceled due to rain but it didn't rain on our parade. Cougar Pride! 
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Nottoway FFA students had the opportunity to work as teachers and volunteers for Ag. Days this 
month. Held at the VT Southern Piedmont Agricultural Research and Extension center, our 
students assisted in hands-on learning activities with over 1000 third and fifth graders from 
regional schools.  This year’s curriculum included topics such as poultry life cycles, dairy 
processes, milking, organic paper making, horticulture, and more 

Friday April 26th and Saturday April 27th the Nottoway High School Symphonic Band traveled to 
Williamsburg for their Spring Trip. Not only did the students represent Nottoway well with their 
behavior, they also placed 1st in their class while earning an excellent rating. They went on to 
receive Grand Champions of all of the high school concert bands, jazz bands, and orchestras that 
performed at the completion. 
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Employment Opportunities in Nottoway County Public Schools 

Vacancies 2017-2018 School Year 
Elementary Teacher (Grade 6 Reading)  
Spanish Teacher 
Math  
Mechanic  
Bus Dispatcher (Part-Time)  
Bus Driver and Substitute Drivers  
Custodian (Part-Time) 
Vacancies 2018-2019 
Transportation Supervisor 
Anticipated Vacancies 2018-2019 
Secondary Math  
Middle School Math  
Spanish  
Technology / Business  
Special Education  
Elementary 
Food Service Workers 
Part Time Food Service Workers  
Substitute Food Service Workers 

Nottoway County Public Schools  
“Building Upon Five Pillars of School Support” 

1.	 Academic Excellence (We will increase the rigor and quality of teaching, while decreasing 
achievement gaps.) 

2.	 Character Development (We will teach moral values such as respect and honesty through 
character education programs.)  

3.	 Leadership Development (We will tap into the leadership qualities of students, teachers, and 
staff.)  

4.	 Parental Empowerment (We will increase parental involvement.)  

5.	 Community Partnership (We will respond to the needs of the community and build solid 
relationships.)  

School Board Office Address: PO Box 47 
 
10321 E. Colonial Trail Hwy. Nottoway , VA 23955  


Phone: 434-645-9596 


Fax: 434-645-1266 Superintendent’s 
 
E-mail: berry.rodney@nottowayschools.org
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